
��    Mr.  ��    Ms.  ��    Other ____________________________________________________________________________________    _________________________
First Middle Last U.S. Social Security Number

TO THE APPLICANT: 

• Complete the above information.

• Address the Recommendation Form return envelope to yourself. 

• If necessary, put postage on the Recommendation Form return envelope.

• Give this form and the return envelope to the recommender, specifying that the form must be enclosed in the envelope provided with 

the recommender’s signature across the seal.

• Do not open the envelope when it is returned to you by the recommender.

In order to allow the recommender to provide an objective and candid impression, you are encouraged to sign the following statement. 

Please be assured that the signing of this statement is optional. Under law, refusal to sign the statement cannot be used negatively in

the admissions process. 

I hereby waive my right of access, under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, to this letter of recommendation.

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________________  Date: ____________________________

TO THE RECOMMENDER: 

Thank you for providing a recommendation for the person named above. We find that candid comments from those who can evaluate the 

applicant’s performance and motivation through direct experience are extremely valuable, and we appreciate the time you are taking to 

provide this information. If the applicant has signed above, thus waiving right of access, this recommendation will be seen only by the

Admissions Committee. If you have any questions about the recommendation or the application process, please feel free to contact us 

at the address listed above.

• Please complete the form on the reverse side of this page. 

• On a separate piece of paper(s), please respond to the questions found at the top of the page. 

• When you have completed both the form and the separate page(s), kindly enclose these items 

in the envelope provided by the applicant.

• Please seal the envelope and sign across the envelope seal to ensure confidentiality.

• Return the sealed envelope to the applicant, who will submit it unopened to MBA Admissions. 

RECOMMENDATION FORM

The following essay questions give you the opportunity to present yourself more fully to 

the Admissions Committee and to provide insight into your experiences, goals, and thought

processes. Your essays should be written entirely by you. An offer of admission will be 

withdrawn if it is discovered that you received any assistance. Please note the following:

• Essays 1, 2, and 4 must be typed on standard 8 1/2” x 11” paper, double-spaced.

• Essay limits are provided for each question.  

• Each page of each essay should be clearly labeled at the top with your name, 
social security number, and the essay number. 

1. Think about the decisions you have made in your life. Describe the following:

(2 pages maximum, double-spaced)

PAST: What choices have you 

made that led you to 

your current position?

PRESENT: Why is a Stern MBA necessary 

at this point in your life?

FUTURE: What is your desired position 

upon graduation from the 

Stern School?

2. Please comment on one of the following quotations, giving relevant reasons and/or 

examples from your personal experience to support your answer. 

(2 pages maximum, double-spaced)

Mistakes are the portals of discovery.

– James Joyce

Imagination is more important than knowledge.

– Albert Einstein

3. Creatively describe yourself to your MBA classmates. You may use any method to convey

your message: words, illustrations, etc. All submissions become part of the permanent

records at the Stern School of Business and cannot be returned for any reason. We do 

not recommend submitting anything that must be viewed or played electronically.  

(2 pages maximum, double-spaced)

4. (Optional) Please provide any additional information that you would like to bring to the

attention of the Admissions Committee. If you are unable to submit a recommendation

from a current employer, please give your reason here.

ESSAY INSTRUCTIONS
MBA Admissions

Henry Kaufman Management Center

44 West Fourth Street, Suite 10–160

New York, NY 10012–1126

Phone: (212) 998-0600

sternmba@stern.nyu.edu
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��    Mr.  ��    Ms.  ��    Other ____________________________________________________________________________________    _________________________
First Middle Last U.S. Social Security Number

TO THE APPLICANT: 

• Complete the above information.

• Address the Transcript Request Form return envelope to yourself. 

• If necessary, put postage on the Transcript Request Form return envelope.

• Send this form and the transcript envelope provided to the registrar of the college or university that awarded or will award your 

undergraduate degree.

• If you attended other undergraduate or graduate schools, photocopy this form, complete the above data, and send copies to all schools 

attended.

• Do not open the envelope when it is returned to you by the registrar. 

TO THE REGISTRAR: 

• The person designated above is applying for admission to the Stern School of Business at New York University. Thank you for your assistance.

• Please attach an official copy of his or her transcript to this form and complete the form as indicated. The transcript should include the dates

of attendance; a listing of classes taken and marks or grades earned; and, if completed, the name and date of the degree conferred.

• Please seal the envelope and sign across the envelope seal to ensure confidentiality.

• Return the sealed envelope to the applicant, who will submit it unopened to MBA Admissions with the application.

THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REGISTRAR

______________________________________________________________________________    ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s cumulative grade point average Applicant’s rank in class out of

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please describe your grading system (for example, A=4, B=3, etc.) or attach such a descriptive material if available.

______________________________________________________________________________    ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Registrar’s signature Date 

Official Seal New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORMRECOMMENDATION FORM
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TO THE RECOMMENDER

Please use a separate sheet(s) of paper to respond to the questions below. 

Kindly attach separate sheet(s) to this form.

1. How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity?

2. What do you consider the applicant’s outstanding talents?

3. In which areas could the applicant exhibit growth or improvement?

4. What impact has the applicant had on the organization in which he/she works?

5. What is your impression of the applicant’s capacity for graduate business education 

and his/her potential for a successful career in management?

Please use this scale to rate the applicant in relation to his or her peers.

Analytical ability 

Oral communication skills

Written communication skills

Initiative

Integrity 

Intelligence 

Interpersonal relations

Leadership

Maturity 

Organizational ability

Teamwork 

___________________________________________________________________________________________     _____________________________________________________________________________________
Name Address

___________________________________________________________________________________________    ______________________________________________________________________________________
Position/Title City, State

___________________________________________________________________________________________     _____________________________________________________________________________________
Organization Country, Postal Code

___________________________________________________________________________________________    ______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address Telephone Number

__________________________________________________________________________________________      ______________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Evaluator Date

Alumna/Alumnus of the Stern School? ��    Yes ��    No Year _______ Degree _________

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

��    I strongly recommend

��    I recommend

��    I recommend with some reservations

��    I do not recommend

that this applicant be admitted 

to the Stern School of Business

MBA Admissions

Henry Kaufman Management Center

44 West Fourth Street, Suite 10–160

New York, NY 10012–1126

Phone: (212) 998-0600

sternmba@stern.nyu.edu
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